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folk-lore songs and epic poetry which his grandmother had
taught him ; and his special avocation in those days was his extra*
school activity, \vhich included going out on excursions, frequent-
ing theatres 3 and himself taking to the stage. In his school^ he
carne as far as the Matriculation, where, owing to his wayward
ways, he got plucked twice; and thereupon was sent to Bapatla.
where, it was thought, he would devote himself more conscienti-
ously to his studies in a new atmosphere. Gopalakrishnaa no
doubt, fulfilled the expectations of his uncle in respect of his studies,
and got through the Matric the same year : but he also picked up
very soon new friends in that place, and in 1907, they started
a theatre, called the s National Theatre. * After he passed his
examination, he joined as a clerk in the Taluk Office at the
same place, and while in this capacity, he is said to have written
a famous letter to his guardian, telling him that it was better
to beg in open streets than to serve as a clerk in a Government
office. Accordingly- he resigned his post and joined the college
at Guntur for higher studies. He, however, left this also very
soon and joined the local Mission School, as a teacher, which
too he left shortly afterwards, and proceeded to England in 1911,
to prosecute higher studies*

There is an interesting incident relating to this period, which
throws considerable light on Gopalakrishna's Latter-day views on
money and economics. It appears, he was asked by his uncle
to submit monthly accounts for scrutiny* Even in those days,
Gopalakrishna was not only free of purse, but also bad at
accountancy* The result was that, in his monthly returns, he
often forgot an item here or would incur an expenditure there
which his uncle might object to- The young ward, therefore,
would omit such items; and write instead " imposition ** against
the sum thus spent. The entry7 was cnce or twice taken for
the name of a book or so by the uncle who was ignorant of
English; but when the " impositionM repeated itself, month
after month, the uncle found it out, and thereafter he never
mote insisted on accounts. This particular trait in his character
illustrates the tendency of a mind, which, at a maturer age,
developed into a philosophy of the ** elimination of money, **